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PREFACE 

Under the series of Texts and Studies, the 
S.V.U.Oriental Journal is publishing some rare and 

unpublished manuscripts in the form of independent treatises 
(prakarana granthas) on Sastras and Darsanas deposited in 
the Oriental Research Institute's Manuscripts Library. In this 
series some small, minor works dealing with the 

fundamentals of Indian philosophy are also published to 
inculcate interest among the general public who are 
enthusiastic to know the basics of the subject written in 
simple language. 

In this connection ’Baiabodha' a small work which is 
in the form of a dialogue between a teacher and a disciple is 
brought out in this issue. The dialogue method in the form of 
questions and answers ( Prasnottara Samvada Paddhati) 
belongs to ancient Indian tradition which is usually adopted in 
the Upanisadic period and is also a convenient way for 
exposition of the difficult subject matter. 

Even the Buddhist philosophers are aiso adopted this 
method in a Pali text 'Milinda Panho', which is a spiritual 
dialogue between the Bactrian Greek King Menander and a 
Hindu converted Buddhist monk Thera Nagasena (175 B.C.). 
"It is not only a comprehensive exposition of Buddhist 
metaphysics, ethics and psychology but also a valuable 
historical document and literary achievement as a work of 
Theravada Buddhism in Pali prose." (For further details See : 
Shankar Goyal's article in this issue, pp. 19-26). 
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Baiabodha, the present text is edited with a solitary 
palm leaf manuscript bearing the Stock No. 1267(a) 
deposited in the S. V.U. O.R.I. Library. 

According to the Colophon of the text the work is 
ascribed to Sri Adi Sarikaracarya. No name is better known 
to the history of Indian philosophy than that of Sri 
Sarikaracarya and no doctrine has exercised greater influence 
than his on Hindu thought in general. Sts' profund influence is 
conceived even at present, notwithstanding the existence of a 
number of rival systems in Indian philosophy. 

Like Kavikulaguru K§Jidasa who has been attributed 
to several works in Sanskrit literature, Sri Adi Sarikaracarya 
as a philosopher enjoys as the author of many philosophical 
works in Indian Philosophy. Sri Sankara is praised both by 
traditional and modem scholars as "the Prince of 
Philosophical Prose’, whose diction in Sanskrit is well-known 
for its clarity, decency, decorum, digninty and above all a 
great sanctity pervades through out Acarya's writings. All the 
above elements may be experienced even in this small work 
also. 

as the dictum goes in Advaita 
philosophy. "It is often been misunderstood that according to 
Sankara, Knowledge or illumination (Jriana) is a mere means 
of moksa or freedom. But it is more appropriate to say that 
moksa or freedom, according to Sankara is nothing but 
illumination (Jriana). ^ 
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1 -1 -4). (For further details See : 

G.C. Nayak's article in this issue, pp. 6ff). 

Thus, Balabodha which is attributed to £ri Sankara, 
is a short manual dealing with the basic tenets of Indian 
philosophy in general and Advaita in particular. It is in the 
form of a dialogue betwen a teacher and a student written in 
a chaste and lucid style in Sanskrit. 

Tirupati - V.Venkataramana Reddy 

2.09.2001 - T.S.R. Narayanan 
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